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SUBJ: GABON AND THE TWO KOREAS 

SUMMARY: GABONESE PRESIDENT BONGO HAS SENT TO USG 
THROUGH PRIVATE CHANNELS DOCUMENTS RELATING TO HIS 
RECENT VISIT TO PYONGYAND. ACTION REQUESTED: PEED- 
BACK ON CONTENTS WHEN RECEIVED AND ASSISTANCE IN 
RETURNING SUBJECT TO DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR YOUNG MAY 16, 

PRESIDENT BONGO MENTIONED IN PASSING THAT HE HAD 
BROUGHT BACK PROM HIS PYONGYANG VISIT "GOOD NEWS" FOR 
US AND PROMISED COMMUNICATE DETAILS TO US IN NEAR PUTURE. 

HE ALSO MENTIONED IN SAME SESSION THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD 
"BY PRESIDENT CARTER" THAT HE COULD COMMUNICATE CON- 
PIDENTLY WITH USG EITHER THROUGH EMBASSY HERE OR THROUGH 
MAURICE TEMPLESMAN IN NEW YORK. 

2. LOCAL TEMPLESMAN REPRESENTATIVE DAVID PARENT INPORMED 
ME MAY 31 THAT BONGO HAD CHOSEN LATTER ROUTE POR IN- 
PORMATION STEMMING FROM HIS TRIP TO NORTH KOREA. 

ACCORDING TO PARENT, HE WAS CALLED IN BY BONGO MAY 26 

AND HANDED TWO SEALED ENVELOPES ADDRESSED TO TEMPLESMAN 
AND TO PRESIDENT CARTER RESPECTIVELY AND ASKED TO 
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TRANSMIT THEM URGENTLY TO TEMPLESMAN. PARENT TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF TRAVEL BY VISITING US BUSINESSMAN TO SEND 
BOTH ENVELOPES TO NEW YORK BY SAPEHAND OVER PAST WEEK- 
END. AS HE RECEIVED ENVELOPES SEALED, HE HAS NO 
KNOWLEDGE OP THEIR CONTENTS. 

3. PARENT SOUGHT AND RECEIVED PERMISSION PROM 
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TEMPLESMAN TO PROVIDE ME ABOVE INFORMATION, SUGGESTING 
THAT TEMPLESMAN ALMOST CERTAINLY INTENDS TO PASS BONGO 
MESSAGE THROUGH DEPARTMENT. WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE 
BEING INFORMED OF CONTENTS WHEN THESE BECOME AVAILABLE, 

AND WOULD WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY RESPONSE THROUGH 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

4. FYI: LOCAL TEMPLESMAN REP MUCH PREFERS NOT TO BE 
INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE SCOPE OF HIS NORMAL COM- 
MERCIAL REPRESENTATION AND HAS IMPLIED HIS BOSS FEELS 
LIKEWISE. THUS, DO NOT BELIEVE TEMPLESMAN WOULD BE 
DISPLEASED AT HAVING US TAKE THIS ONE OFF HIS HANDS. END 
FYI.STEIGMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LIBREV01299 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 93-1 136 

Format: TEL 
From: LIBREVILLE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977053/aaaaacgt.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3ad0428c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2414891 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GABON AND THE TWO KOREAS SUMMARY: GABONESE PRESIDENT BONGO HAS SENT TO USG THROUGH PRIVATE CHANNELS 
DOCUMENTS RELATING TO HIS 

TAGS: PFOR, GB, KN, KS, US, (BONGO, EL HADJ OMAR) 

To: STATE SEOUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3ad0428c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



